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Goals 

To coordinate and cooperate with the County, the community schools, local businesses and 

recreation providers to expand recreation opportunities by furnishing quality recreation facilities 

for our citizens and visitors. 

• To involve as many of the citizens, groups and organizations of Lake Township as 

possible in its recreation activities. 

• To provide for all its citizens, people from the region, and tourists, regardless of age or 

physical capabilities, access to its parks, waterways and recreational areas. 

• To create safe areas to recreate, that serve the existing community and future generations 

and that will continue Lake Township and the Houghton Lake Area as a “Destination 

Place” for tourists and visitors. 

 

Process 

The Lake Township Board seeing the need for an organized approach to provide for the 

recreational needs of the township, compared existing facilities and programs to objective 

standards and relevant data collected during the process. Goals were evaluated and a new overall 

plan was devised with a schedule for actions and a budget of capital expenditures. The completed 

draft was approved by the Township Board and presented to the citizens of the community at a 

meeting of the Township Board on Jan 10, 2018, for comments and suggestions. A public 

hearing followed on Feb 13 2018 to collect any public feedback. No feedback from the public 

was given over the course from Jan 10-Feb 13. The Lake Township Board then approved the 
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Lake Township Community Recreation Plan for 2018 to 2022 during the Feb 13, 2018 public 

hearing. 

 

 

Township Administrative Structure 

 
Lake Township is a general law township with a township board overseeing daily operations and 

budget expenditures. Programs and activities are planned with a variety of community groups 

and county agencies. Maintenance and capital improvements are typically performed on a 

contractual basis, although there have been significant volunteer efforts in both areas. 

This coordination of efforts helps to provide the best facilities and opportunities for recreation 

for all its citizens and visitors to the area. Lake Township will endeavor to make its parks and 

recreation programs open and accessible to all its citizens. The township maintains a policy of 

not only constructing its new facilities to meet barrier-free standards, but all repairs and 

improvements are done to these specifications. All programs run by the township and those 

carried out by the county, school district or other agencies are designed to include the 

handicapped and structured so that all may afford them. 

 

Township Expenditures and Budget 

for Parks & Recreation 

 
The township may request millages and use other funds, including remaining sewer funds and 

various grants to supplement parks and recreation projects. The Township Board is committed to 

implementing the recreation plan and will budget the needed dollars to supplement funds 

garnered from granting agencies and others in order to do so. 
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Geography 
Lake Township (T23N, R4W) is one of eleven townships located in Roscommon County. It is 

nestled between Lyon Township to the north Markey Township to the east, Roscommon 

Township to the south, and Enterprise Township of Missaukee County to the west. The 

township comprises approximately 35.6 square miles with approximately 23.8 square miles of 

land and 11.8 square miles of water.  

 

The terrain of the township is fairly flat with many low-lying swamplands around small lakes 

and in the river basins. Lake Township elevation generally slopes toward Houghton Lake or the 

Muskegon River.  

 

The highest point of the township is typically around elevation 372 on the hilltops in the 

southwestern portion of the township in Sections 29 and 30 near the township hall. The lowest 

point in the township at an elevation of 346.5 at the Dead Stream Flooding in Sections 17, 18, 19 

&30.  

 

Lake Township contains several rivers and creeks as well as lakes and ponds. The Muskegon 

River discharges from the North Bay of Houghton Lake and traverses across the northern part of 

the township where it converges with the Dead Stream. From there it flows southwesterly to the 

township line and creates the Dead Stream Flooding. Major water bodies include Houghton Lake 

and Dead Stream Flooding.  

 

The township is mostly forested which is utilized as woodlands and hunting lands. Minimal 

cleared land is used for agriculture purposes and residences. Au Sable State Forest is located 

throughout the township. Forested wetlands, scrub-shrub wetlands and emergent wetlands are 

scattered throughout the township and are mostly associated with the drainage areas for the 

Muskegon River and Dead Stream.  

 

Lake Township’s climate is varying, as is most of Michigan. In the winter, the average 

temperature is 20.1 degrees F, with the lowest recorded temperature being –48 degrees F on 

February 1, 1918. In the summer, the average temperature is 65.6 degrees, with the record high 

of 107 degrees on June 1, 1934. Total annual precipitation is 29.1 inches. The most precipitation 

falls between April and September adding up to 17.8 inches. Most thunderstorms occur in the 

month of July with an average of about 28 days of each year. The heaviest one-day rainfall of 

record fell on July 8, 1957 -- 5.18 inches. The average snowfall is 60.4 inches. On average, 108 

days a year have at least one inch of snow on the ground. The greatest recorded seasonal 

snowfall of 124.1 inches fell in the winter of 1970-71. The lowest recorded seasonal snowfall 

was 24.0 inches in 1936-37.  

 

The National Weather Service office at Houghton Lake (Roscommon County Airport) reports 

that the average relative humidity in mid-afternoon is about 64%. Humidity is higher at night, 

and average at dawn is about 85%. The sun shines 68% of the time in the summer and 32% in 

the winter. The prevailing wind is from the southwest. Average wind speed is highest, 10.1 miles 

per hour, in January. Freezing temperatures typically include the months of November through 

March with occasional freezes in September, April and May. The frost-free season is about 120 
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days. The average last killing frost is June 10th and the earliest is September 10th, but killing 

frosts have been recorded in every month of the year.  

 

The processes that gave rise to the land within the Township provided the elevations, shaped the 

contours, deposited the underground formations of various minerals, carved the river valleys, and 

laid down the parent materials for the soils.  

 

Bedrock Geology 

The bedrock geology of Lake Township is that of the Michigan Basin: sedimentary rock of 

limestone, dolomite, shale, and sandstone laid down in ancient seas of the Paleozoic Age up to 

500 million years ago. Above these sedimentary rock formations is a layer of glacial drift 

material in varying thickness deposited during the late Pleistocene period. 

 

Surface Geology 

The surface geology of Lake Township is glacial in origin. As the last glacier receded, the 

melting ice flowed toward what is now the Great Lakes. As the melt waters ran downhill, valleys 

were cut forming the now present streams and their tributaries. The variability of the streams 

and tributaries and the lengths and direction of flow contributed to the randomly located and 

irregularly piled glacial deposits. The deposited materials formed the moraines of fine textured 

till and outwash plains. 

 

Soils Overview 

Lake Township’s topography and soils were formed by glacier deposits and erosion from over 

10,000 years ago.  

 

The most prevalent soil association is the Croswell - Au Gres - Tawas association. This 

association consists of nearly level to undulating, moderately well drained, 

somewhat poorly drained, and very poorly drained, sandy and mucky soils on lake plains, 

outwash plains, and ground moraines. Areas of these soils associations are found along the 

central portion of the township extending from the southwest corner to the Houghton Lake 

shoreline and along the northeast side of the township. These soils are typically forested and with 

concerns of equipment limitations, seedling mortality, windthrow hazards and plant competition. 

The less steep areas are suitable for building development. The steeper areas are not suited for 

building development because of the slopes.  

 

The next prevalent soil association is the Wakeley-AuGres-Deford association. Nearly level, 

very poorly drained and somewhat poorly drained, mucky and sandy soils on lake plains and 

outwash plains. This soil association is found in the central northern portion of the township. 

These soils are typically forested and with concerns of equipment limitations, seedling mortality, 

windthrow hazards and plant competition.  

 

The next prevalent soil association is the Tawas - Lupton - Leafriver association. These soils are 

nearly level, very poorly drained, mucky soils on lake plains, outwash plains, and moraines. This 

soil 
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association is found in the northern portion of the township. These soils are typically forested 

and with concerns of equipment limitations, seedling mortality, windthrow hazards and plant 

competition. The less steep areas are suitable for building development. The steeper areas are not 

suited for building development because of the slopes. 

 

The least prevalent soil association is the Graycalm - Klacking -Perecheney association. These 

soils are nearly level to steep, somewhat excessively drained, well drained, and moderately well 

drained, sandy soils on outwash plains, lake plains, and moraines These soils are typically 

forested and with concerns of equipment limitations and seedling mortality. The less steep areas 

are suitable for building development. The steeper areas are not suited for building development 

because of the slopes.  

 

The streams, creeks, and tributaries flowing across the Township provide an abundant supply of 

fresh water to help recharge the underground aquifer with clean water. The streams that originate 

or are substantially fed within the Township include the Cut River, Dead Stream River, Backus 

Creek, and Haymarsh Creek. Lake Township contains the headwaters for the Muskegon River, 

which originates in the North Bay of Houghton Lake. The river flows westerly towards the Dead 

Stream Flooding and then courses southwesterly beyond the Township limits where it eventually 

connects with Muskegon Lake in the southwestern portion of Michigan’s lower peninsula and 

finally empties into Lake Michigan. This river basin includes Backus Lake Flooding, Backus 

Creek Flooding and finally the Little Mud Lake Flooding. 
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A major water body that is included within the Township boundaries is the nationally known 

Houghton Lake. North Bay, found in the township at the northwestern portion of the lake, 

provides access for the many residents and their guests to one of the more fabulous all-sports 

lakes in the state as well as the Midwest.  

 

The Township has no municipal water supply therefore, residents and businesses use individual 

wells to supply water. Typical well yields of 10 to 100 GPM with a 6” diameter well are located 

in bedrock or glacial deposits. Most of the entire township falls within the Muskegon River 

Watershed.  

Other numerous small unnamed creeks and ditches are scattered across the township that collect 

runoff and supply surface water to the low-lying wetlands and a few large ponds. 

 

 
 

Wetlands found throughout much of the Township are another source of natural water bodies 

(see National Wetland Inventory map). National Wetland Inventory Maps are general maps used 

to provide information on the potential location of wetlands based on soils, topography, and 

other available data. The United States Fish and Wildlife Service prepared these maps through 

interpretation of topographic data and aerial photography. This inventory map may indicate 

wetlands that are not actually present or it may not show wetlands that do exist. According to the 

National Wetlands Inventory maps, wetlands in the Township range in size from very small 

isolated pockets smaller than an automobile to larger areas of many acres.  
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A variety of wetland types are scattered throughout the entire township. The Dead Stream 

Swamp, with portions located in the north and west central parts of the township, is an 

exceptionally large example of a northern white cedar swamp, and one of the largest in the 

United States. Portions of this swamp are considered to be the climax in bog forest development. 

This swamp, also including the Dead Stream Flooding, encompasses well over 11,000 acres. 

Several small bogs dominated with leatherleaf are included within this large wetland complex. 

Scrub-shrub wetlands are the next most prevalent wetland type in the township, and these 

features are scattered throughout. Small emergent wetland habitats are also located within the 

township. These wetland features exist in low lying areas where runoff from surface water and 

shallow ground water deposits remain present during most portions of the growing season.  

 

Wetlands can provide a variety of functions including sedimentation and pollution control, 

surface water filtration, storm-water storage and flood control, wildlife habitat, and aesthetics. 

The habitat within these wetlands varies from emergent vegetation such as cattail, sedges, and 

various wildflowers to scrub-shrub to forested wetlands containing species including, but not 

limited to, dogwood, tag alder, northern white cedar, silver maple, cottonwood, and green ash.  

 

Wetlands protection in Michigan is regulated under Part 303, Wetland Protection, of the Natural 

Resources and Environmental Protection Act of 1994, P.A. 451. Only with an on-site evaluation 

performed either by the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) or a qualified 

private consultant and verified by the MDEQ can the determination of the boundaries and 

regulatory status of wetlands be made.  

 

Lake Township contains a rich variety of natural resources and habitat types. Forested and scrub 

shrub uplands, riverine valleys, floodplain forests, swamps, emergent and scrub shrub wetlands 

can be found interspersed within the township. A portion of the Houghton Lake State Forest is 

located in Lake Township. Numerous small creeks and streams course through the township 

before reaching their final destinations. Some of these watercourses contain cold-water fish 

including Brook, Rainbow and Brown Trout, along with other species such as panfish and 

walleye. A few small, private inland ponds are found in the township.  

 

The majority of Lake Township is forested. This forest provides wildlife habitat, esthetic and 

scenic values as well as the potential for lumber and heating fuel. The State of Michigan owns 

about 10,800 acres of forestland throughout the township.  

 

The abundant wildlife which relies on these varied habitats provides recreational opportunities 

not only for the residents of the Township but also for the many visitors to the area. Large and 

small game hunting for species including white-tail deer, black bear, rabbits, squirrels, ruffed 

grouse, waterfowl and wild turkey, is an activity enjoyed by many. Bird watching and wildlife 

observation have become another preferred recreational activity not only in Michigan but also in 

most other parts of the country. Lake Township affords the participants great viewing 

opportunities in the area due to the variety of available habitats and accessible lands. Wildlife 

including deer, fox, coyote, muskrat, and occasionally beaver, utilize the varied habitats during 

their life cycles including breeding, nesting, and raising young. A variety of smaller animals, 

reptiles, amphibians, bird species including neotropical migrants, waterfowl, and birds of prey 
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also live and thrive in the area. The vast expanse of Houghton Lake providing numerous water 

sport activities including boating, sailing, canoeing, kayaking, and swimming are enjoyed by the 

multitude of visitors to the Houghton Lake area. The many species of fish found in the lake 

including walleye, northern pike, bluegill, crappie, perch, and many others provide hours of 

fishing enjoyment for the young and old during all seasons of the year.  

 

 
 

A wide variety of vegetation can be found within Lake Township. The tracts of pine-forested 

canopies can be seen from the roadways while traveling throughout the area. The blaze of yellow 

and red hardwood leaves in the fall, seen throughout the township adds a welcome splendor prior 

to the drab browns and grays of winter. The colorful profusion of spring, summer, and fall 

flowers in the open fields, along the roadways, and in the forests is a delight to gardeners, 

botanists, and the general public. Numerous species of wildflowers, grasses, ferns, trees and 

shrubs abound throughout Lake Township and the surrounding area. In addition to the many 

forms of wildlife including mammals, reptiles, amphibians, birds, insects, aquatic species, trees 

and flowers normally observed, there are some species which are not as readily visible. This is 

due in part to the rarity of the species, the preference for isolation and solitude, or requirements 

for areas of undisturbed habitat. A few species of wildlife listed as threatened, endangered, or 

special concern under federal and or state law have been identified as having occurred within 
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portions of Lake Township. The federally enacted Endangered Species Act of 1973, and/or Part 

365, Endangered Species Protection of the Michigan Natural Resources and Environmental 

Protection Act, Public Act 451 of 1994, as amended, provides protection for these special 

resources. A preliminary review of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Endangered 

(MDNR) Species Assessment website indicates that occurrences of protected species have been 

recorded within the Township. A formal review by the MDNR Wildlife Division was requested 

and a response to that request was received on September 12, 2011. The species that are listed by 

the MDNR include: A) state threatened: Least bittern – Ixobrychus exilis known to occur in 

Sections 18 and 28, Common moorhen – Gallinula chloropus is known to occur in Section 18, 

Spotted turtle – Clemmys guttata is known to occur in Section 29, B) state special concern: 

Osprey – Pandion haliaetus observed nesting in Sections 16, 18, 19, and 28, Bald eagle – 

Haliaeetus leucocephalus observed nesting in Sections 2, 6, and 7, Black tern – Chilidonias 

niger is known to nest in Sections 18, and 21, and Blanding’s turtle – Emydoidea blandingii is 

known to occur in Section 10. 

 

The presence of threatened or endangered species does not preclude activities or development, 

but may require alterations to project plans. Special Concern species are not protected under 

endangered species legislation, but recommendations regarding their protection may be 

provided. Protection of special concern species will help prevent them from declining to the 

point of being listed as threatened or endangered in the future. Other federal and state statutes 

and regulations are in place to help protect and preserve the natural resources of local 

communities, a few of which include wetlands, inland lakes and streams protection, Bald and 

Golden Eagle Protection Act, and the Regulations on the Take of Reptiles and Amphibians. 

The vast diversity of the natural resources found within the township provides a necessary 

component for education, enjoyment, and continued appreciation of quality of life for those who 

reside in and those who visit Lake Township. 
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Zoning Districts 
Lake Township is divided into ten Zoning Districts as follows: 

AG (RA-3) It is the purpose of the AG Agricultural / Forested District to preserve and 

encourage farming, dairying, forestry operations and other such rural type activities in areas 

where such activities exist. Large vacant areas, fallow land and wooded areas may also be 

included in this district. 

R-1 Residential District is designed to be the most restrictive of the residential districts to 

encourage an environment of predominantly low density, single family dwellings. 

RR-1 Residential District is designed to be the most restrictive of the rural residential 

districts to encourage an environment of predominantly low density, single family dwellings. 

R-2 Residential District is designed to permit a greater density of residential development than 

that provided in the R-1 Residential District classification. 

R-3 Residential District is designed to permit a greater density of residential development than 

that provided in the R-1, RR-1 and R-2 Residential District classifications. 

R-4 Residential District - Mobile Home Park is designed to permit for the growing trend 

toward mobile homes and mobile home parks and the need for well-located and properly 

developed areas to accommodate them by use under appropriate construction and development 

standards to promote the health, safety and general welfare of the residents of such areas as well 

as the residents of adjoining premises. The area zoned for such purposes should be able to 

accommodate the increased traffic generated from such developments as well as the necessary 

utilities. 

C-W Commercial Waterfront District is designed to allow commercial enterprises along the 

waterfront that support tourism and can co-exist with residential zones. 

C-1 Commercial District is designed to provide retail sales and commercial service uses 

catering to the general public as distinguished from industry or general business customers, but 

do not become a nuisance or cause other objectionable disturbances or excessive noise. 

C-2 Commercial District is designed to permit commercial uses more extensive than the retail 

variety, occupying greater land areas for each such use, but does not cause a nuisance, 

objectionable disturbance, or excessive noise. 

FR Forest and Recreational District is composed of State owned lands. It is so named for 

identification purposes only. For zoning purposes, it shall be zoned the same as the abutting 

privately owned property.  

 

Of the districts governed by the zoning ordinance, the Forest and Recreational District comprises 

most of the township. Residential districts cover the developed area around Houghton Lake with 

commercial districts located along the M-55 and Old US-27 highway corridors. Multiple 

dwelling units are permitted in any district with approval of the planning commission. 
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Demographics 
The Lake Township population decreased by 10 percent from 2000 to 2010 from 1351 to 1215. 

This is the equivalent of 34.1 persons per square mile. Over this ten-year period, the county 

population has decreased 4%, the state has decreased 10%, while the United States population 

has increased 10%. 

 

Lake Township residents, similar to most of the region, are almost all white (95.7%) and are 

almost equally divided between the sexes, (593 male, 622 female). Most Residents are 

homeowners (89.5%) where the average household size is 1.96 persons. The median age in the 

township is 59.2 years, with 36.8% of the population aged over 65 years of age. 

 

The average commuting time for township residents is about 24 minutes as compared to 

25 minutes for the average commuter time for all U.S. residents. Lake Township residents travel 

to local cities such as West Branch, Houghton Lake, Prudenville, Roscommon, Gladwin and as 

far away as Gaylord and Cadillac for work and shopping. 

 

Most of the recent growth in the county has occurred around Higgins and Houghton Lakes which 

have Michigan’s highest concentration of vacation / seasonal and part-time dwellings. The  

summer population of the township is estimated to be at least double as nearly sixty percent of 

the Lake Township’s housing units are seasonal or recreational. 
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County Socioeconomic 

Characteristics 
Roscommon County is predominately rural and forested. It is about 60 - 90 minutes north of the 

industrial tri-city region of Midland, Bay City and Saginaw. The economic base of the county 

includes recreation, agriculture, manufacturing and government employment. 

 

The population of the county is 25,469, increasing at least by 20% per decade since 1970 but 

now leveling off or perhaps beginning to decrease. The county has a work force of about 9,870 

persons that typically commute over 25 miles to work. Unemployment in the county is relatively 

high (14.9% 2010 unemployment rate) when compared to both state and national rates. In 

August 2011, the unemployment rate dropped to 12.6%. 

 

Seventy-nine percent of Roscommon County’s residents over 25 years of age have high school 

diplomas with only a little more than ten percent with bachelor’s degrees. The median household 

income for 2009 in Lake Township was $38,229 and in Roscommon County was $33,542 versus 

$48,432 for the State of Michigan and $51,914 for the United States. 

 

Retail Trade is among Roscommon County’s largest economic sectors, generating more than $38 

million versus $24 million for construction (2005). The largest economic sector though is the 

Government, producing annually $72,192,000 (2005). The services and retail trades employ 

almost as many people as all the other sectors combined. Many of the jobs in the county are 

minimum wage with those in the manufacturing sector offering the best wages. The four largest 

employers in the county are the Wal-mart, Lear Corp., Kirtland Community College, and ROOC, 

Inc. 

 
Annual Unemployment Rates 
                               2005    2010    2017 
Roscommon Co.          8.4%    14.9%      7.7% 
Ogemaw Co.                 7.6%    13.0%      6.8% 
Gladwin Co.                 10.2%   15.8%      6.5% 
Michigan                       6.9%    12.5%      4.0% 

 

Major transportation routes cross Roscommon County: Interstate I-75 transects the northeastern 

portion with US-127 splitting the county running north and south through the county. There are 

four truck companies that deal in the county. Indian Trails in Bay City provides bus passenger 

service. The Lake State Railroad hauls freight in the county. Air travel and freight can go 

through the MBS International Airport. The largest airlines serving this airport are Delta and 

United Airlines.  

 

The county has two public school districts and four colleges within close proximity: 

Kirtland Community College in Roscommon County; Saginaw Valley State University in 

Saginaw County; Delta Community College in Bay County; and Mid Michigan Community 

College in Clare County. 

 

In Roscommon County the 2005-2009 American Community Survey estimated 

4,630 persons were enrolled in school. Of those 3.9% were enrolled in preschool, 4.8% 
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enrolled in kindergarten, 45.6% enrolled in elementary school, 24.1% enrolled in high 

school and 21.6% enrolled in college or graduate school. There are two public school 

districts in Roscommon County. The following map shows those districts. Lake 

Township falls in Houghton Lake Community Schools district. 
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Recreation Inventory 

 
The bountiful resources of Houghton Lake, the Muskegon River and the many other creeks and 

lakes of Lake Township provide exceptional resources for recreational activities. But, the 

township currently has limited recreational facilities and provides little public access to these 

resources. 

 

Although there are no schools located in Lake Township, there are several schools nearby that 

have recreational facilities. The Houghton Lake Area School District covers the township and 

has facilities located in Prudenville just a few miles east of the township on M-55. The Houghton 

Lake High School has numerous athletic programs and has both baseball and softball diamonds, 

football field, track, soccer field, tennis courts, and a gymnasium. 

 

Lake Township does have several state-owned facilities that offer access to Houghton Lake 

including the North Houghton Lake State Forest campground and boat launch and the West 

Houghton Lake Boat Launch. Also, the access to the Muskegon River and the Dead Stream 

Flooding on the westerly side of the township is a state-owned facility. The Houghton Lake Flats 

is yet another state-owned area that has limited access for wildlife viewing, fishing and hunting. 

 

The following pages outline the local and regional recreational facilities. Included are 

descriptions of the facilities and, in some cases, maps or diagrams of the facilities. The 

information for regional recreational facilities was compiled from neighboring recreation 

masterplans and other readily available sources. 
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Analysis of Needs, Goals, and 

Opportunities 

 
Lake Township is blessed with an outstanding abundance and variety of natural resources but 

it has few developed recreation facilities and almost none with sufficient access for all. The 

township has decided to pursue the creation of a recreation master plan and to pursue 

implementation of that plan. The Township has established an annual budget for parks and 

recreation and has identified recreation goals to be attained. 
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The needs and opportunities discovered by the township have been developed into the goals 

set forth in this plan. The following is a list of projects derived from these goals. 

1. Start execution of the 2014 Recreation Trail Development Plan. Work to fund and execute on 

segment 1 of the trail, which includes the Pedestrian Bridge over the Muskegon River.  

2. Continue deployment of the 2014 Recreation Trail Development Plan. Work to fund and execute 

on segment 2 of the trail, which is shoulder widening from the Muskegon River to the Lewis 

Subdivision. 

3. Create a trail to connect Reedsburg State Park to West Shore Drive, a possible future township 

park, public places and other community resources and to promote outdoor exercise and the 

health benefits of walking, biking and other nonmotorized forms of locomotion. 

 

The need within the community is for trails and pathways to allow accessibility and connection of 

access to the state parklands and public spaces located in the Houghton Lake community. This area is 

the most densely populated area of the township and has many recreational assets. Improvements to 

these assets will likely draw more users which in turn increases the demand for safe passage 

between parks and public spaces. Also, despite the influx of younger visitors to the township during 

the summer, the older and aging population of Lake Township need and would make use of a safe 

trail for hiking and exercise. 

 

Long term projects for the township include execution of the recreation trail system that would run 

along the west shore of Houghton Lake from the state's boat launch on the southerly terminus to the 

Houghton Lake State Forest Campground on the north shore. This trail system would facilitate 

pedestrian traffic to these state facilities and the other public uses along this route and offer a 

tremendous opportunity for outdoor activities and natural resource viewing. 

 

The county and region abounds in natural resource recreation parks as indicated in the regional 

inventory. These parks include numerous boat access sites, game areas as well as swimming and 

camping facilities. The possibility of eventually creating trails from these parks to surrounding 

communities and other attractions would be advantageous to Lake Township and Roscommon 

County residents and visitors from around the world. 
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Potential Long-Term Projects 
• Continued execution of the West Shore Trail System (Segments 3, 4, 4a, 4b, 5, 5b) including 

acquiring easements and including the Roscommon County Road Commission's enlarged 

shoulder system to connect with the state's Houghton Lake State Forest Campground 

• Investigate the purchase of lake access property for development of a beach park 

• Investigate taking over the state's Houghton Lake State Forest Campground 

• Investigate trading or selling the Township's 12 acre parcel in northeast part of township 

(Section1, N. Townline Rd) for more suitable parcel for community recreation 
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Funding and Plans for Meeting Capital Improvement Schedules 

 
The primary funder of recreation facilities for small municipalities is generally the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR). The main programs managed by the DNR are the 

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Program and the Federal Land and Water Conservation 

Fund. The Trust Fund monies are made available from the sale of oil, gas, and mineral leases 

and royalties on Michigan lands. The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund’s goals are 

resource protection, water access, community recreation, urban recreation, and economic 

development. The Land and Water Conservancy funds are provided by the National Park 

Service for public outdoor recreation projects. These programs provide sizable grants on a 

competitive basis statewide. 

 

There are also some private foundations in the area. The Meijer Foundation and DTE 

Foundation are examples of private foundations. There are also grants available from Inland 

Fisheries Grants and Natural Heritage Small Grants that could be sources of funding for specific 

projects of the Parks and Recreation Committee. The other source of support, which has been 

amply evidenced by previous activities, is private funds – individual and corporate. 

 

There are also grant monies available through the State of Michigan Department of 

Transportation for recreation programs associates with roads and trails. MDOT administers 

federal funds under the Michigan Transportation Enhancement Program. The categories of 

funded projects are: 

 

• Non-motorized facilities: This includes pedestrians and bicycle facilities, preservation of 

abandoned railway corridors (including their conversion to pedestrian and bicycle trails) 

and safety and educational activities; 

• Transportation aesthetics: This includes acquisition of scenic easements and scenic sites, 

scenic highway programs, landscaping and beautification, and control and removal of 

outdoor advertising; 

• Water quality and wildlife mortality: This includes efforts to reduce water pollution due 

to highway runoff and efforts to reduce animal mortality and maintain wildlife habitat 

connectivity across transportation routes; 

• Historic preservation: This includes acquisition of historic sites, historic highway 

programs, historic preservation, rehabilitation of historic structures, archeological 

planning and research, and establishment of transportation museums. 

 

Once the Recreation Plan is approved by the Lake Township Board the Planning Commission 

will commence actions (including grant applications to garner funds) in order to achieve the 

capital improvements as set forth in the plan. 
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